








From the opening paragraph, where Melissa Fuster hooks us 

in with early childhood memories of food, to her description of 

Hispanic Caribbean foodways in the city, we know we are in for 

an interesting ride as she builds her case in Caribeños at the 

Table: How Migration, Health, and Race Intersect in New York 

City.

To understand these linkages, she takes us on a journey alive 

with the smell of arroz con gandules and carne guisada, 

bringing to life some of the people and neighborhoods of New 

York City along the way. The stories in the book often feel very 

personal and yet she challenges the reader to think about 

health equity, migration and race. 

According to Fuster: “To talk about a ‘cuisine’ is to talk about a style of cooking, 

characteristic of a distinctive place.” However she demonstrates it is so much more as she 

explores food, migration, and health through cultural and historic contexts. She criticizes 

in the book the over simplistic emphasis on culture for diet related health outcomes and 

explores drivers for change.

Caribeños at the Table: How Migration, Health, 
and Race Intersect in New York City
by Melissa Fuster
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Understanding how the world works is 

said to be connected to the geographic 

spaces we occupy and the places to 

which we are deeply connected. 

Sandra Turner, a global climate 

change education leader who teaches 

aquaculture, climate science and ocean 

literacy, brings us her latest project - or 

as she calls it “works of art” - that takes us 

on a Science of Where journey. She offers 

lessons to the learner - a kind of journey 

- from understanding the basic idea of 

‘why place matters’ to making a map to plate tectonics and volcanoes.

In these lessons, Turner helps young learners understand geographic concepts and introduces 

them to mapping and GIS technologies illuminating real time problems across the Caribbean 

Region. More details can be found on the website: https://teach-with-gis-learngis.hub.arcgis.

com/pages/on-an-island.

On An Island | Teach with GIS 
lessons
by Sandra Turner
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The Caribbean is a unique region, 

comprising many nations and 

territories across the Caribbean 

Sea with varying geography and 

geology. Situated largely on the 

Caribbean plate with more than 700 

islands, reefs and cays it has a tropical 

climate shaped by natural hazards 

and vulnerability to critical issues 

such as sea level rise, coastal erosion, 

precipitation and landslides. The 

Caribbean islands have some of the 

most diverse ecosystems in the world. 

The land of the Caribbean is home 

to many different people with varied 

cultural backgrounds and heritage. 

The waters of the Caribbean are home 

to many types of fish, coral reef and 

seagrass and contribute greatly to the 

biodiversity in the region as well as the 

local economy.

The CARIGEO student competition 

provides exposure to real world 

issues and a chance for students to 

tell their story. Whether interested in 

environmental issues, climate, natural 

hazards, demographics, culture, 

economy or history – geography is the 

common thread across all these areas.

Join us as we kick off the 2022 

CARIGEO Student Competition. This 

competition intends to highlight 

the stories of some of the brightest 

student minds in the Caribbean. If you 

are a university student who resides 

in the Caribbean or you are from the 

Caribbean and study abroad, you are 

welcome to attend:

https : //www.eventbr i te .com/e/

your-caribbean-story-launch-event-

tickets-244077712007 [eventbrite.com]

The contest is open for registration 

until Feb 28th and students will 

have until April 30th to submit all 

final work products. For more info, 

go to: https://yourcaribbeanstory.

caribbeangeoportal.com/

The #YourCaribbeanStory Contest – co hosted by UN-GGIM Americas, 
CARIGEO and Esri – encourages university students aged 18 and over 
to create and share stories about the Caribbean through GIS.

From Linda Peters

CARIGEO Student Competition
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His research interests lie at the 

intersection of Urban Social 

Geography and Psychology. His 

current work focuses on the link 

among psychosocial dispositions, 

exclusion and underdevelopment 

among marginalized populations 

in Caribbean cities. In 2019, he was 

awarded a Graduate Fellowship 

Award from the Urban Geography 

Specialty Group of the American 

Association of Geographers 

in recognition of his research. 

He has also been involved in 

several projects organized under 

supranational entities and NGOs 

T he Courtney Russell 
Award was created 
in 2022 to honor Dr. 

Courtney Russell as a light 
in the GIS community, and 
to help sustain his legacy 
through supporting graduate 
work that has a focus on 
the Caribbean, and/or 
students who are pursuing 
GIS research and careers. 

This award offers two $400 travel 

awards to attend and present their 

work at the AAG annual meeting 

or at a regional AAG meeting. It 

is awarded jointly through the 

Caribbean Geography Specialty 

Group and the GIS Specialty Group 

(chaired by Dr. Bandana Kar). 

Special thanks to Courtney’s former 

colleagues, Dr. Clio Maria Andris, Dr. 

Bandana Kar, Dr. Ron Briggs and Dr. 

David Cowen for their support.

2022 Courtney Russell 
Award recipients
Aleem Mahabir and Kristinia Doughorty

From Stacy-ann Robinson

Aleem Mahabir is a PhD candidate at the University of the West 
Indies, Mona, Jamaica.
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including the IADB, the FAO, the 

Nature Conservancy, the Hungry 

Cities Partnership, and the Clinton 

Foundation. Apart from his research 

pursuits, he is actively involved in 

social initiatives and community 

outreach programs in Port of Spain, 

Trinidad and Kingston, Jamaica. He 

also does student outreach among 

excluded populations at his university 

campus, focusing on understanding 

the unique experiences and needs 

of Muslim and LGBTQIA+ students. 

At the AAG, and with the support of 

the Courtney Russell Award, he will 

present his paper, “Alternative 
domains of injustice: 
Exploring hope(lessness) and 
psychosocial resilience among 
residents of an excluded urban 
community.”

Kristinia Doughorty is a PhD Candidate in Geography 
at the University of the West Indies, Mona, Jamaica. 

Her research interests include 

soil science, sustainable 

rural livelihoods, and disaster 

risk management. As a graduate 

research assistant, she has worked 

with regional agencies such as 

the World Bank, Inter-American 

Bank and USAID on local projects 

aimed at improving climate change 

adaptation within vulnerable 

communities. She also volunteered 

with the UNDRR in 2020 and 2021, 

and has been volunteering with 

UWI Commuting Students Offi ce 

since the 2019/2020 academic year. 

Her academic background, research 

experience, and deep commitment 

to empowering communities in 

their resilience building enables 

her to generate reports with a 

holistic multidisciplinary approach 

to sustainable development. At 

the AAG, and with the support of 

the Courtney Russell Award, she 

will present her paper, “Assessing 

the socio-ecological resilience 

of nutmeg agroecosystems in 

Grenada.”
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He came to the United States and 

earned a Graduate Certificate in 

GIS in Fall 2003 and a Masters in 

Geographical Information Sciences 

in Fall 2004 from the University of 

Texas-Dallas under Dr. Ron Briggs. 

He was a wonderful research and 

teaching assistant and his master’s 

project was titled “Impact of Over 

65 Tax Limitations on Municipal 

Revenue: A spatial analysis.” He 

joined the University of South 

Carolina-Columbia to pursue his 

PhD under Dr. David Cowen in 2004. 

His dissertation, titled “After-school 

programs (ASP) in South Carolina: 

supply, demand and underserved 

areas,” was completed in 2008. 

Courtney was a beloved friend 

and a colleague who had a sincere 

dedication to his research in GIS, and 

much pride for his home country of 

Jamaica. He had a wonderful smile 

and made everyone more at ease 

and our time with him was too 

short. Courtney passed away from 

cancer in 2008 in Dallas, Texas and 

was survived by his wife Maxine.

Bio: Dr. Courtney Russell was a native of Kingston, Jamaica.
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Professor Emeritus David Barker
By Alex A. Moulton

Professor Emeritus David 

Barker, former Head of the 

Department of Geography 

and Geology at the University of the 

West Indies (UWI) Mona Campus, 

died on February 19, 2022. Professor 

Barker was born in Doncaster, 

England in 1947. He had a BSc from 

Aberystwyth University in Wales, a 

PhD from Bristol University, and a 

postgraduate Diploma in Urban and 

Regional Studies from University of 

Birmingham. Joining the faculty 

at UWI Mona in 1980, Professor 

Barker advanced through the 

academic ranks becoming full 

Professor in 2005, and then 

Emeritus Professor in 2015. 

Professor Barker served as Head 

of Department from 1994-1996 

and again from 2005 until his 

retirement in 2012. Dave, as he 

was affectionately called, was an 

ardent supporter of Caribbean 

geographic scholarship. He 

was an early advocate for the 

creation of the Caribbean 

Geography Specialty Group 

and supported the efforts that 

led to the group’s establishment. 

Dave wrote the feature article of the 

inaugural CGSG newsletter last year. 

He did so while ill.

For the past 40 years Professor 

Barker supported Caribbean 

geographical pedagogy and 

research at the secondary and 

tertiary levels. Barker’s research 

centered on Caribbean agrarian 

systems, and examined small-

Barker at his retirement party in 2012, surrounded by 
several of his students. [Credits: Rose-Ann Smith]

IN MEMORIAM
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scale farmers’ decision making, 

rural development, human 

dimensions of global change, 

land degradation, indigenous 

technical knowledge, and food 

security. His ‘Tropical Agricultural 

Systems and Development’ and 

‘Geographical Thought and 

Research Methods’ classes were 

staples of UWI Mona geography 

education.

Professor Barker was co-author 

or co-editor of eight books and 

more than 60 peer-reviewed 

articles and book chapters. His 

recent monographs include: 

‘Global Change and the 

Caribbean: Adaptation and Resilience’ 

(edited with Duncan McGregor, Kevon 

Rhiney and Thera Edwards) and ‘Global 

Change and Caribbean Vulnerability: 

Environment, Economy and Society at 

Risk’ (edited with McGregor and David 

Dodman) both of which were outcomes 

of the British-Caribbean Geography 

Seminar Series, co-organized with 

McGregor in conjunction with the Royal 

Geographical Society/Institute of British 

Geographers. Barker was co-founder 

of the journal Caribbean Geography 

and served as the journal’s Editor from 

1983 until his passing. Barker served as 

State Representative for the Caribbean 

in the Southeastern Division of the 

AAG in 2014. He was a past-President 

of the Jamaican Geographical Society 

and served on the Executive Council in 

various capacities for over 35 years.

Barker is survived by wife Dianne, 

daughter Yolande and twin 

grandchildren Nathaniel and Naomi. He 

will be missed by countless geography 

students he supervised and mentored.

Barker doing an interview in 2018, Millbank district 
(Portland) Jamaica. [Credits: Donovan Campbell]
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