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What is a Strategic 
Framework?

STRATEGY IMPLEMENTATION
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Part 1: Overarching Strategic Framework – WHY geospatial information is a critical element of national social and 
economic development, and needs to be strengthened.

Part 2: Implementation Guide – WHAT actions can be taken to strengthen geospatial information management.

Part 3: Country-level Action Plans – HOW the actions will be carried out, WHEN and by WHOM.

INTEGRATED GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION FRAMEWORK
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Anchored by 9 
Strategic Pathways, 
the IGIF is a 
mechanism for 
articulating and 
demonstrating 
national leadership 
in geospatial 
information, and the 
capacity to take 
positive steps. The 
Strategic Pathways 
‘implement’ the IGIF 
through actions.
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• Country-level Action Plans (CAPs) describe HOW the actions will be carried out, WHEN and 
by WHOM.

• A CAP provide the process to build an IGIF for a nation, beginning with specific plans that 
align with a nation’s priorities and circumstances.

• A CAP references the specific guidance, options and actions provided in the Implementation 
Guide and addresses each of the Strategic Pathways, while taking into account the strategic 
and operational needs of a country when implementing the Framework.

• The CAP is a plan, not a programme that is implemented. The CAPs contain the processes, 
templates and tools that are available and necessary to first develop a national action plan, 
and then operationalize the IGIF through its subsequent implementation, and aligned with 
national priorities.

• The CAPs will include elements such as the economic impact and value of geospatial 
information systems, identification of investment needs and priorities, and sequenced 
implementation options.

IGIF: Country-level Action Plans (CAPs)
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Development Account Project
UNSD

(self-paced learning and execution)

Technical Assistance Programs
World Bank and FAO
(assisted execution)

United Nations and the World Bank are actively engaged in assisting countries to develop
Country-level Action Plans

IGIF: Country-level Action Plans - Approaches
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During disaster 
situations, the data-
sharing mechanism to 
support decision-
making is generally 
not in place. As a 
result, the many 
actors and 
stakeholders 
simultaneously 
engaged in response 
are not only 
gathering volumes of 
concurrent and 
inconsistent 
geospatial datasets, 
but they are also 
concerned with issues 
of coordination and 
communication. This 
underscores the 
strong relevance of a 
Strategic Framework.
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This Strategic 
Framework is not 
only timely in view 
of the increasing 
number and impact 
of disasters, but also 
contributes to the 
Member States’ 
implementation of 
the Sendai 
Framework for 
Disaster Risk 
Reduction 2015-
2030.

WHAT specific 
actions need to be 
taken for 
implementation 
of the Strategic 
Framework, and 
HOW will the 
actions be carried 
out, WHEN and by 
WHOM?
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Refers to the framing, 
implementing and 
monitoring decisions to 
make available and 
accessible all quality 
geospatial information 
and services across all 
phases of DRM.

Refers to the improved 
understanding and 
appreciation of geospatial 
data and information as a 
vital element of DRM and 
all necessary technical and 
human capacities are built 
and/or strengthened 
especially in the pre-
disaster phase of DRM.

Refers to the comprehensive 
methods of collecting and 
managing geospatial data 
and information.

Specific activities:
• Data Development;
• Data Standards and 

Protocols; and
• Data Use Guidelines.

Refers to the hardware, 
software, network and 
manpower capacities needed 
to process and further improve 
geospatial information and 
services, as well as the 
common operations center to 
be established by national 
governments.

Focused on interoperability of 
systems and processes to 
allow geospatial data and 
information sharing among all 
actors.

Refers to human 
resources, as well as 
technical, financial and 
other forms of logistical 
and administrative 
support required for the 
creation, improvement 
and maintenance of all 
geospatial information 
and services in order to 
sustain all DRM 
activities.
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Global Statistical Geospatial Framework (GSGF)
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