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CAMBRIDGE CONFERENCE IN CONVERSATION

Media pack

To coincide with the Cambridge Conference in Conversation event on 15 September,

Ordnance Survey, Britain’s national mapping agency, have prepared a media pack. This document
can be used as a tool to help shape conversations and support wider discussions around how
national mapping and geospatial agencies from across the globe can support their governments
in the response to one of the biggest global challenges of our time.

The output will be a short statement paper produced collectively through the group discussions
at the event, which delegates can use in dialogue with their national governments on the COP26
agenda. Its purpose will be to assist NMGAs to make the case for how geospatial can help
support their governments and stakeholders with strategic policies on mitigation and adaptation
in relation to the climate crisis, ahead of COP26 in Glasgow.

Media assets

Press Release

Please see below which can be
distributed to your national and
regional media — no embargo

Social Hashtags
You are encouraged to use the
below for any social media activity

#CambridgeConference
#Geospatial



Global geospatial leaders unite at
Cambridge Conference to discuss
climate change action

Ordnance Survey is hosting the Cambridge Conference, a prestige event held
every four-years since 1928, bringing together leaders from national mapping
and geospatial agencies from across the globe to connect and discuss how they
are supporting their national governments in the response to one of the biggest
global challenges of our time.

To have a voice in the debate around COP26 in Glasgow, the next Cambridge Conference will
run slightly differently. There will be two events; a one-day virtual event, Cambridge Conference
in Conversation, will be held on Wednesday 15 September 2021 followed by a three-day hybrid
Cambridge Conference 2022 event which will take place in April next year, bringing invitees
together both virtually and in person.

The theme for September’s Cambridge Conference in Conversation event will be ‘Applying
Geospatial Information to Climate Challenges’, exploring how national mapping and geospatial
agencies can support their government’s strategic policies on mitigation and adaptation in
relation to the climate crisis.

A key outcome will be a collective statement from global geospatial leaders to set out how their
organisations can bring their authoritative data to bear on the most critical areas of our climate
response. They will also highlight best practice examples from across the globe where location
data is delivering positive impact in achieving net zero.

Intimate roundtable groups will discuss how the geospatial industry can play a role in the four
common goals ahead of COP26:

* Secure global net zero by mid-century and keep 1.5 degrees within reach
* Adapt to protect communities and natural wildlife

* Mobilise finance

* Working together to deliver

The keynote speaker at the virtual event in September will be Farhana Yamin, an internationally
recognised environmental lawyer, climate change and development policy expert. She has advised
leaders and ministers on climate negotiations for 30 years.

Geospatial information is used by governments, organisations and individuals across the globe
to enable effective decision-making, support analysis to understand complex situations and drive
efficiencies. Global recognition of the power of accurate, well-maintained geospatial information
can unlock valuable insights that can help tackle climate change and protect citizens.

Details and the overarching theme of the second event in April 2022 will be released to
delegates shortly.



Fighting Climate Change

According to the latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Report, human
actions are changing the climate in unprecedented and often irreversible ways. At COP26 world
leaders are being asked to come forward with ambitious 2030 emissions reductions targets that
align with reaching net zero by the middle of the century.

Climate change is already intensifying specific weather and climate events such as extreme heat
waves, heavy rainfall events and rising sea levels, all which are severely threatening lives and
livelihoods globally. Geospatial data can provide a source of accurate and reliable information
to ensure decision makers are better positioned to efficiently, and more successfully tackle the
climate crisis, and accelerate action to achieve net-zero.

Since 1970, global surface temperatures have risen faster than in any other 50-year period over
the past 2,000 years but the IPCC report suggests we can halt and possibly reverse the rise in
temperatures, which is expected to reach or exceed 1.5°C of warming by 2040.

Steve Blair, Ordnance Survey CEO, said: “The Cambridge Conference will be a valuable
opportunity for national leaders of mapping and geospatial agencies to discuss how our critical
data can support how we respond to climate change.

“Location data is fundamental to understanding and mitigating global, regional and local issues -
from supporting infrastructure planning for green transport and electric vehicles, mitigating flood
risks, to identifying greenspaces which can be used as a renewable energy source. The event

is a great opportunity for the geospatial sector to step up and show the world how we can
contribute and make real progress in tackling climate change by working together towards one
common goal.”

For more information visit Cambridgse Conference | Ordnance Survey

Notes to Editors

Established 230 years ago, Ordnance Survey is a world-leading geospatial organisation and
experienced geospatial partner. We deliver huge value for the UK through our contract with
UK Government, the Public Sector Geospatial Agreement (PGSA), and we share our location
insights with governments around the world to help them make better informed decisions.
Our pioneering geospatial services are continually evolving to add value for our partners.
These include 3D data modelling, creating strategies for overseas national mapping agencies
and using location data to accelerate economic growth. We also help businesses stay one step
ahead through data insights from our products including OS MasterMaps, OS Maps API and
AddressBase.


https://www.ipcc.ch/2021/08/09/ar6-wg1-20210809-pr/
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/cambridge-conference
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Questions

To be answered and returned via email to pressoffice@os.uk by Friday 10 September please.

Do you have any spokespeople (English speaking) who would be
available on 15 September for media interviews?

Briefing document will be provided in advance. Focus will be
around role of geospatial and climate change challenges as per
Cambridge Conference event

Post-event we will be recording an OS podcast.
Do you have a spokesperson who would be happy to be
interviewed remotely on 15/16 September around the topic of

geospatial and climate change?

Questions will be provided in advance

Case studies
Please share any regional/national case studies which demonstrate
where location data is delivering positive impact in achieving

net zero.

For example: Greenspaces and Electric vehicles

Please could you share details of your Communications/
Media Team?

OS Press Office

If you have any media enquiries or questions about Cambridge Conference then please
email Rob Andrews or Camilla Dowson - pressoffice@os.uk



mailto:pressoffice%40os.uk?subject=
mailto:pressoffice%40os.uk?subject=
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-government/products/case-studies/greenspaces-for-green-energy
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/newsroom/customer-stories/how-location-and-electric-vehicles-are-helping-the-government-reduce-emissions



