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Established on February 29, 2000, based on the Resolution #3 of the 

6th United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for the Americas 

– UNRCC-A (1997)

Permanent Committee for Geospatial Data Infrastructure 
of the Americas (PC-IDEA)

• To maximize the economic, social and 

environmental benefits derived from the use of 

Geospatial Information

• Accomplished through knowledge and exchange 

of experiences and technologies between 

countries, based on common standards which 

would allow the establishment of the Geospatial 

Data Infrastructure of the Americas

• It implements the regional mechanism associated 

to the United Nations Global Geospatial 

Information Management (UN-GGIM) initiative



• Establish and coordinate policies and technical standards for the development 

of geospatial data infrastructure for the Americas

• Promote the establishment and development of NSDI in each PC-IDEA member 

country

• Promote the interoperability of information and systems among member 

countries, through the use of standards

• Encourage the sharing of geospatial information among all member countries in 

the Americas, while respecting their autonomy and their national laws and 

policies

• Stimulate cooperation, research, complementation and sharing of experience in 

areas of knowledge related to geospatial data

• Advise in the drafting of guidelines and strategies to support PC-IDEA member 

countries in developing geospatial information, considering the individual needs 

of each country

PC-IDEA Objectives

• Set priorities for information sharing, considering the 

regulatory framework of each member country

• Promote SDI training activities and technology transfer



PC-IDEA Member countries

Argentina Belize Bolivia Brazil

ChileCanada Colombia Costa Rica

Cuba Ecuador El Salvador

United States

Guatemala Guyana Honduras Jamaica

Mexico Nicaragua Panama Paraguay

Peru

Dominican
Republic

Uruguay Venezuela

PC-IDEA implements the resolutions of the United Nations Regional 

Cartographic Conferences for the Americas (UNRCC-A), held every 4 years

http://www.cp-idea.org/nuevoSitio/paginas/IDESAmerica/IDESCuba.html


Region
Number of 

countries

Number fo 

PC-IDEA 

Member 

countries

%

North America 3 3 100

Central America 7 7 100

South America 12 11 92

Caribbean 13 3 23

PC-IDEA Membership per region

Source: ECLAC
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Executive Secretary (Brazil)
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Executive Board (2009 – 2013)



 Establishment of PC-IDEA Working Groups on:

a) Institutional strengthening, education and 

training

b) Technical standards and specifications

c) Best practices and applications

d) Innovations for national mapping agency 

business models

Resolutions of 9th UNRCC-A
(being implemented by PC-IDEA in 2009-2013)

 Establishment of mechanisms for the construction of SDI in the region

 Survey on the state of mapping by countries

 Creation of a forum to exchange and share SDI best practices

 Organization of an event to discuss disaster and risk management and 

SDI

 Support of the construction of SDI in developing countries, especially in 

the Caribbean region



 9th United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for the Americas –

New York, Aug 2009: election of the 2009-2013 CP-IDEA Executive Board

 5th Meeting of the Executive Board – New York, May 2010

 Establishment of the PC-IDEA Working Group on Planning (GTplan)

 Participation in UN-GGIM preparatory meetings – Oct 2009, May 2010, 

Apr 2011

 Establishment of new Statutes – May 2011

 7th PC-IDEA Meeting – Rio de Janeiro,  August  

2011, along with the Latin American Geospatial 

Forum 

 8th PC-IDEA Meeting – Seoul, Oct 2011, along 

with the 1st High Level Forum on UN-GGIM and 

the 1st Session of the UNCE-GGIM

 9th PC-IDEA Meeting – Rio de Janeiro,  August  

2012, along with the Latin American Geospatial 

Forum 

PC-IDEA Institutional Activities (2009-2012)



• Established during the 5th Executive Board meeting held in May 2010 
in New York

• Composed by 7 countries representatives: Brazil, Canada, Chile, 
Colombia, Cuba, Guatemala and Mexico, under the leadership of Chile 
and the co-leadership of Canada

• Working on the implementation plan of 7 resolutions issued by the 9th

UNRCC-A, held in August 2009 in New York

• 4 meetings held so far:

– December 2010, in Rio de Janeiro
– May 2011, in New York
– August 2011, in Rio de Janeiro
– February 2012, in Rio de Janeiro

PC-IDEA Working Group on Planning (GTplan)



Source: O Estadão Newspaper

Working plan covering 7 themes, 

each one under the responsibility of a country representative

Knowledge gathering on topics relevant to SDI for the region (observatory on SDI) 

(Guatemala/Chile)

Assessment of the status of SDI development in the Americas (Cuba/Canada)

Technological means for discussions related to SDI (Chile)

Institutional capacity 

building (Colombia) 

Standards and 

technical specifications 

(Mexico)

Best practices and 

guidelines for the 

development of SDI 

(Canada)

Innovations in 

National Mapping 

Organizations (Brazil)

PC-IDEA Working Group on Planning (GTplan)



To support the activities on themes:

• Institutional capacity building 

• Standards and technical specifications

• Best practices and guidelines for the development of SDI

• Innovations in National Mapping Organizations

• Assessment of the status of SDI development in the Americas

A questionnaire with 76 questions was designed by 

GTplan and applied to PC-IDEA member countries in 

2011

• 20 out of the 24 members replied to the 

questionnaire

• Report on questionnaire results to be published by 

Aug 2012

PC-IDEA Working Group on Planning (GTplan)



PC-IDEA Questionnaire Results 

Number of countries in the Americas

fulfilling SDI relevant issues



PC-IDEA Questionnaire

Detailed results of the questionnarie presented this morning:

In 2013 a simplified version of the questionnaire is 

planned to be resubmitted to PC-IDEA member countries 

in order to monitor SDI advances and progress during the 

2011-2013 time period

4.4b - An overview on the status of SDI 

relevant issues in PC-IDEA member 

countries (Álvaro Monett  and Paula 

McLeod, GTplan Coordinators)



PC-IDEA Goals for Aug 2013

• Capacity Building 

• Implementation of an observatory to give access to 

the existing courses and to receive the existing 

demand

• Conclusion of the Capacity Building Plan for the 

Americas

• Standards

• Definition of the Core Standards of the Americas

• Best Practices

• Preparation of the PC-IDEA Cookbook, including a 

chapter on the social and economic impacts of SDI

• Innovation

• Realization of a study related to the institutional 

models of National Mapping Agencies and of those 

responsible for National SDIs, identifying 

weaknesses and strengths

• SDI Observatory and Technology

• Development of a new website, with functionalities

that implement the discussion forum mentioned in

the 2009 UNRCC-A resolutions



PC-IDEA Website

http://www.cp-idea.org



The Global Context

We are faced with global issues that require global collaboration!



Why do we need a forum ?

• To coordinate and dialogue among nations and between nations and 

relevant international organizations to propose work-plans and 

guidelines 

• To promote common principles, policies, methods, mechanisms and 

standards for the proper management of geospatial data and services

Global Collaboration

July 2011: ECOSOC established the UNCE-GGIM 

as the official UN consultative mechanism on 

GGIM

Nations of the world are invited to reflect on the 

need of establishing/updating institutional 

arrangements and geospatial policies to spread 

the proper use of geospatial technologies, data 

and services



http://ggim.un.org

United Nations Global Geospatial Information 

Management Initiative



2nd Session of the

UNCE-GGIM

Aug 13-15, 2012

UN HQ, New York

2nd High Level Forum on Global 

Geospatial Information Management

Feb 4-6, 2013

Doha, Qatar

Next GGIM - related Meetings



• Integration of efforts, complementing each other

• PC-IDEA: political, institutional and strategic frameworks

• GeoSUR: implementation of information delivery platforms

ParceriasRegional Collaboration



ParceriasRegional Collaboration

43 Meeting of the Steering Council

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Nov 16-18, 2011

Resolution #4

Establishment of PC-IDEA as a Committee of PAIGH Cartographic 

Commission

Pro-tempore Working Group

• Composed by PAIGH General-Secretary, President and Vice-

President of the Commission of Cartography, and President of PC-

IDEA

• To integrate PC-IDEA objectives into the Cartographic Commission 

working plan

• Results to be reported to Steering Council 44th Meeting



Integration

LOCAL SDI

GLOBAL SDI (GGIM)

REGIONAL SDI (PC-IDEA)

NATIONAL SDI



Final Remarks

 Nowadays an increasing importance is given to 

geospatial information by decision makers 

 The current global scenario brings to the 

geospatial community a unique opportunity to 

work towards a spatially enable society

 The UN-GGIM initiative paves the way  for the 

establishment of the necessary global political 

and institutional frameworks 

 Regional initiatives, such as PC-IDEA in the 

Americas, play an important role in maximizing 

at regional level the economic, social and 

environmental benefits derived from the use of 

Geospatial Information through the 

establishment of Spatial Data Infrastructures
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